LLANVACHES COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT LLANVACHES CHURCH HALL
TUESDAY 17 DECEMBER 2013

Present

Councillors

Public Attendance

Clive Bevan
Liz Williams
Lyndon Jones
Tony Rex
1

2376 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs Kay James had sent her apologies due to the death of her mother. Cllr Rex, proposed
seconded
by Cllr Bevan, that a letter of condolence be sent to Cllr James.
2377 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
None declared
2378 MINUTES OF COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING (26 November 2013)
Cllr Williams proposal that the minutes be accepted as a true record was seconded by Cllr
Rex and agreed unanimously.
2379 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES
2370 (i) b) Community Defibrillator .Cllr Bevan reported that the box to house the
defibrillator had arrived. As agreed previously, it will be installed on the back of the notice
board on the village green. Mr John Wood will make a wooden box to assemble the
defibrillator onto the notice board. The potential cost of the wood will be around £50.
2370 (iii) Jubilee Tree : The Clerk was still awaiting a date from NCC on the planting of
the tree. The Clerk would expedite this with NCC.
2370 (v) Risk Assessment-Playing Field : Cllr Bevan said that as this topic needed some
time and research spent and proposed that this item be placed on the February Agenda. Cllr
Rex seconded this proposal.
2380 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Nothing was raised
2381 COUNCIL MANAGEMENT MATTERS
(i) Clarification of ‘clear days’ rule : Cllr Rex said there had been some confusion of what
days are classed as ‘clear days’. Whilst OVW include a Saturday, Cllr Rex proposed that LCC
follows the current NCC guidelines from the Law and Standard Office which does not include
Saturday as a clear day. This proposal was seconded by Cllr Williams and agreed
unanimously.
2382 CORRESPONDENCE LIST
There were no comments about the circulated Correspondence Lists.
2383 FINANCIAL MATTERS
(i) Payment of Accounts – Payments Due and Payments Confirmed
1
2.
3.

Clerks Salary December 2013 (by Standing Order)
Tax Due: re Clerks salary December 2013
Church Hall Rental :
9 LCC meetings @ £30
3 Defib Training Meetings @£10
TOTAL

143.10
35.80
300.00
£478.90

Cllr Williams proposed that the above payments be approved. Cllr Rex seconded the motion
and it was agreed unanimously.

(ii) Management Accounts : The Clerk presented the accounts as at 2 December 2013.
As previous meeting did not take place until 26 November, there are a considerable number
of unpresented cheques, totalling £672.05. Our opening balance as at 2 December was
£18,498.89, less unpresented cheques, giving a calculated closing balance of £17,826.84.
Cllr Rex reminded Cllrs that this high balance was due to the £10,000 put aside for
replacement climbing frame. Cllr Williams said that she was looking at possible grants to
help towards new equipment and would compile a list of possible donors. Cllr Rex suggested
that the £10,000 be transferred into the existing play equipment account.
(iii) Budget 2014/15 : Cllr Rex presented the Budget for 2014/15 and explained that
Council had to set a Draft budget at this stage in order to calculate the Concurrent and
Precept Requests for submission to NCC before by 14 January 2014. He added that analysis
of actual and planned spend since 2012-13 suggested that the new budget should contain a
substantially lower level of expenditure than in the period examined. Turning to the Income
side, Cllr Rex said that Council should assume little or no change in the Concurrent Grant,
however, as a result of reducing the expenditure budget, a large reduction in Precept could
be made. He then proposed that Council approve the initial Draft Budget. Cllr Williams
seconded the motion and it was agreed unanimously.
(iv) Concurrent/Precept Grant for 2014/15 : Cllr Rex proposed and Cllr Williams
seconded that the Concurrent Grant Request tabled by the RFO be submitted to NCC. This
was agreed unanimously but Council noted that the best that could be expected was a
similar grant to that received in 2013-14. Cllr Rex said that the Maintenance Budget could be
reduced from £2,500 to £1,000 because the Gate Update was a one-off and it was apparent
that money need not be set aside for Community Events, as the team were clearly selfsufficient for future events. He added that in the last 2 years £887 had been budgeted but
not used. Cllr Williams said that it was bad practice to take money from Residents in
taxation if it was not going to be used. Based on such savings and other reductions together
with changes in source of funds, Cllr Rex proposed that the Precept be reduced by £10 to
£15 per household. Cllr Williams said she had concerns about a large reduction in Precept
until we knew for certain what the concurrent grant will be. After further discussion, Cllr
Williams seconded the proposal that was then accepted unanimously. The RFO was
instructed to append a note to the Return stating that if the Concurrent were to be reduced,
Council would wish to reconsider the Precept.
2384 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Cllr Bevan praised the Llanvaches Events Committee for their recent Christmas Tree Festival.
2385 DATE OF NEXT MEETING : 21 January 2014
The meeting closed at 8.20 pm.

